
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Dunham Tavern Museum 
 
  
Your Project Title: Dunham Tavern Museum Illustrated Children's Book 

Your Project Summary: In the school programs that we conduct on a yearly basis through University Circle, 

Inc.'s Early Learning Initiative, an important theme is sense of place. We propose to enhance this sense of 

place by collaborating with the visiting schoolchildren, a local author, local artists/illustrators, and a literary 

consultant to capture the engaging (almost 200 year!) history of Dunham Tavern Museum (DTM) in an 

illustrated children's book. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: With collaboration and local school partnership as the foundation of this project, it clearly 

accounts for community input and public benefit. The organization has demonstrated a good understanding 

of how to execute the project based on prior successful education programs and is bringing in the necessary 

expertise in book publishing to complete the project. The book project shows a good understanding of how 

to connect with the youth involved in the project and the museum's ability to think differently about engaging 

with youth. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Through the understanding of their programming and the over 700 students they interact with, 

Dunham Tavern Museum has identified a need to document, share, and archive their programming through 

a children's book. Working with the public library and the visiting classrooms works to ensure the 

widespread availability of what you will discover when creating the book. The detail to ensure a graphic 

designer is hired to ensure the artistic excellence within the book ensures the integrity of the stories 

gathered. This a collaborative effort and the clear definition of your community--which is quite large--

showing that they understand both want and need for the programming. I don't question the public benefit-

-I would however like to see how they disseminate the information to those that may not have the means 

to take their classes to the museum. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application provides ample evidence that the funding criteria will be met through this project. 

I appreciate a number of things about this project. First, the connection to the upcoming 200th anniversary 

is very forward thinking of the leadership. Engaging the students in the creation and celebration of the 

children's book is crucial to the long-term success of this project. This is well thought out, engages both 

paid artists and in-kind services, and results in a lasting product for the museum. I look forward to seeing 

the finished product! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This meets public benefit, but I think the idea needs to be fleshed out on when these hands-on 

art activities and input will happen. I assume they will happen when the youth are on tours, but that doesn't 

seem like arts as a means of engagement. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The community targeted by the Dunham Tavern Museum are students participating in the 

University Circle’s Early Learning Initiative. This target seems appropriate, but the application would have 

been stronger had they provided more detail on their children. However, their project has a clear public 

benefit, and they’ve identified appropriate experts for moving it forward. The budget is clear and detailed, 

and the use of funds is appropriate too. Yes, the DTM provides evidence throughout the application that 

funding criteria are fully met. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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